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Course Overview
To gain a basic understanding of the structures and functions of living things and how they interact, and maintain homeostasis.

Course Objectives
By the end of this class, you will be able to:
· Define life and describe the characteristics of life
· Understand heredity and how living things pass on genetic information
· Describe DNA and understand how genetic information is used to make proteins
· Be able to use Punnett squares to predict genetic outcomes
· Understand biotechnology and how it is used
· Understand evolution and evolutionary trends
· Use cladograms to recognize relationships between living things
· Identify cell structures and describe their function
· Understand cellular process (cellular transport, respiration, photosynthesis)
· Interdependence of living organisms (ecology)

Logistics
	Monday by 3:00pm
	Homework assignments for the week will be posted in Google Classroom and on the board in the classroom. 

	Sunday by 11:59pm
	Homework assignments posted for the week are due.

	In class work
	Often work started in class may have to be finished at home and due the next day.

	Studying
	This course will require time at home to review and study material being presented in class on a regular basis, beyond written homework assignments or finishing up classwork.



Teacher Bio
Educational Background: I grew up in Akron, Ohio and graduated from Akron Firestone High School in 1985.  I went to the University of Toledo and earned my Bachelor’s of Education degree in Comprehensive Secondary Science with a concentration in Life and Earth Sciences graduating in 1989.  I earned my Master’s Degree in Secondary Curriculum Development from Bowling Green State University in 1994.  I have earned 21 semester hours beyond my Master’s Degree in Administration from UT, BGSU, OSU and Walsh College.  I participated in the Anatomy & Physiology Institute for High School Teachers at  UTMC in 2010-2011 and I am trained to teach cadaver dissection at UTMC.  

Personal Background: I love sports and played varsity volleyball and softball in high school and intramural sports in college.  I was in high school marching and concert bands, (I play clarinet and was a twirler), and in college marching and basketball bands.  I have coached and advised many activities here at Whitmer over my 30 years.  I love to travel and I have been to 46 National Parks in the United States, 8 countries in Europe, and on 3 Carribean cruises and 1 Alaskan cruise.  I have one son who is currently a sophomore at the University of Toledo studying Electrical Engineering Technology with a concentration in mechatronics.


	💻 Course Communication 

	Class Announcements 
	Google Classroom

	Email/Personal Messages 
	Email is the best way to get in touch with me: bterry@wls4kids.org

When writing a message, please follow the expectations below:
· Include your name, the class name, subject of the message (e.g., Heather Smith--Biology--Essay)
· Be specific about what you need in your essay.
Note: It may take up to 24 hours to receive a reply during the week and 48 hours on the weekend, so do not wait until the last minute to send a message if you need help. 

	General Questions 
	If you have a question about the course or an assignment, I encourage you to email me first, then post your question in the Google Classroom “stream” if you want others to see your question and my response to it. The stream is visible to the entire class community, so I encourage you to both ask and answer questions there. If a classmate asks a question and you know the answer, please jump in and help them out!

	Online Discussions 
(When applicable)
	Online discussions are an opportunity for you to interact with and learn from your peers. The class will regularly engage in conversations about the course content. You will receive credit for your participation in these academic discussions.

You are expected to post thoughtful, respectful, and well-written responses to the discussion questions and reply thoughtfully to at least two other students per discussion. 




	💬 Participation Policy


Participation in class is an expectation.  The more you put into this course, the more you will get out of it.




	📚 Required Texts, Materials, and Online Accounts 


You will need the following for this course: 
· Textbook - Biology by Miller & Levine (online version)
· Chrome book 
· Google Suite and Zoom (when applicable)





	Sequence of Topics

	
	Characteristics of Life
	

	
	Biochemistry
	

	
	DNA
	

	
	Cell Division
	

	
	Genetics
	

	
	Biotechnology
	

	
	Evolution
	

	
	Cladograms
	

	
	Cells
	

	
	Respiration / Photosynthesis
	

	
	Ecology
	



	📝 Grading Policy

	The board of education adopted grading scale will be used to determine your grade. 
Grade break down:
· Vocabulary flash cards 5%, participation/synchronous/ asynchronous work 40%, projects 5%, tests and quizzes 50%
· Any project rubrics will be provided to students in the Google classroom when a project is assigned.
· Late work will not be accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances.  If that is the case, Mom or Dad can email me at bterry@wls4kids.org.




	💡Student Code of Conduct

	RESPECT! Respect other students, respect the teacher, and respect yourself!




	🙋🏻‍♀️ Attendance Policy

	Attendance will be taken each class period.  Please be on time and ready to learn!!




