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Biology A and B   
Periods 3,4,5
Mrs.  Heidi Rao
hrao@wls4kids.org
419-473-8383 Ext. 7818



Course Description:  To gain a general understanding of the structures and functions of living things, conduct some scientific investigation and solve problems using the scientific method. This will be accomplished through a series of lab experiences, worksheets, scientific articles, videos and classroom activities. 
Course Objectives
By the end of this class, the student will have an understanding of the following concepts based on the 10th grade state standards for Life Sciences:
*Define life and describe its characteristics
* Understand heredity and how living things pass on genetic information
*Describe DNA and understand how genetic information is used to make proteins
*Be able to use Punnett squares to predict genetic outcomes
*Understand biotechnology and how it is used
*Understand evolution and evolutionary trends
*Use cladograms to recognize relationships between living things
*Identify cell structures and describe their function
*Understand cellular process (cellular transport, respiration, photosynthesis)

	Zoom link (To be used as needed)
	https://zoom.us/my/h.rao




Teacher Bio
This is my 33rd year of teaching. All of them have been here at Whitmer. I earned my Bachelor’s Degree in Education from IUP (Indiana University of Indiana).  I have my Master’s Degree from Marygrove College and have earned 18 credits beyond my Master’s Degree.  Personally I am married and have two grown children who are Whitmer Alumni.  I enjoy spending time with my family and watching all Pittsburgh sports. Particularly Penguins hockey and Steeler Football. I lived near Pittsburgh during my highschool and college years. I recently adopted a Siberian husky puppy that keeps me busy.
	💻 Course Communication 

	Class Announcements 
	Google classroom

	Email/Personal Messages 
	· hrao@wls4kids.org
· 419-473-8383 ext. 7818
Note: It may take up to 24 hours to receive a reply during the week and 48 hours on the weekend, so do not wait until the last minute to send a message if you need help. 



	💬 Participation Policy



*Consistent attendance to our class is probably the most important key to success. While attending class you are exposed to new instruction, collaborative opportunities, conferencing with peers and interactive lab/activities.
*Participation will be assessed through observed interaction, verbal and hands on involvement in activities and assessment following class activities.
*It is also important to complete assignments that are assigned to be completed outside of class instructional time

	📚 Required Texts, Materials, and Online Accounts 



  A link to the textbook will be provided in Google Classroom
 You will use the following material for this course:

*A charged chromebook
*1- 2 pocket folder or some other way to organize the few paper assignments you will have. 
*Spiral Notebook or loose leaf notebook paper (whichever you prefer)
*A writing utensil (pen or pencil)
* Colored pencils (optional)  I have a classroom set but if you prefer your own that is fine. A small set of 8-10 is totally fine

	📝 Grading Policy

	 Grades are based on a point system.  The grade will be the total points earned divided by the total possible points.  These points will be received for class work, labs, homework and other classwork. The school approved grading scale will be used.
·  A=90-100		  B=80-89       C=70-79        D=60-69         F=below 60
· Final grades will be calculated according to school policy addressed in student handbook
· Whitmer website 21-22
Quarter grades will be counted as 85% of the final grade. The remaining 15% will be the exam grade.




	💡Student Code of Conduct

	All students are expected to adhere to the Whitmer Code of Conduct (Whitmer website for information). These include:
· No food or drink is allowed in a biology classroom. If necessary,  you may step out into the hallway to have a drink or snack as needed
· Restroom passes are limited to 3 per quarter. These should be used if you have an emergency. Otherwise please use the restroom between classes. If you have a medical condition that requires more frequent restroom passes, please see me so we can make arrangements for that.
· In class work is expected to be completed during class. If more time is needed to complete it, I am willing to make those accommodations.
· Make up work should be completed in the same number of days you are absent. If you will be absent for several days, please keep in contact so we can make arrangements for makeup work. 
· All electronic devices within the classroom  (computers, phones, earbuds etc.) should be used for educational purposes only. If you are not following this policy you will be asked to put them away.
· Lab safety forms will need to be completed and adhered to in order to maintain safety during lab activities.
· Failure to follow the lab safety rules, will result in some form of punishment, which could include removal from all future lab activities.




	🙋🏻‍♀️ My goal

	My goal for you is to guide you in understanding the concepts of biology through a series of activities and labs. The content is state tested and can be challenging to master but I am willing to try many different kinds of strategies to help you be successful. 




	🙋🏻‍♀️ Attendance policy

	*You are responsible for making up work missed during your absences
*Assignments for each day will be posted in Google classroom so access will be available even before you return to class
*If you will be absent for an extended period of time, please email me and the attendance office. 
*Makeup work is typically expected to be done outside of our regular class time




	🙋🏻‍♀️ Signature

	*Please type your name below on the line below to indicate that you have read over and understand each of the ideas listed in the syllabus.  
_____________________________ (student name)



