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Course Overview
This course will introduce students to the topics of  Classification of living things; Bacteria; Protists: single-celled organisms; Fungi; Plants and Animals

Course Objectives
By the end of this class, you [or your student] will be able to:
· Explain the various categories of the Modern Classification System
· Describe the main characteristics of each kingdom
· List individual organisms of each kingdom
· Describe the various type of symbiotic relationships
· Explain the differences between the subcategories of each kingdom
Teacher Bio
My name is Matt Thompson and this is my first year teaching at Whitmer. I am a 2005 graduate of Whitmer High School and a 2021 graduate of The University of Toledo with a degree in adolescent and young adult integrated science education. After high school I enlisted in the United State Army and served for five years as an infantry soldier, fire team leader , and squad leader. I am married to my wife Ashley of over 12 years with two children (9 and 3) with a third on the way. I am the elementary cross country coach for Shoreland elementary Go Firebirds! and enjoy running. I am also an avid triathlete in the very limited free time that I have and can be frequently found running and riding my bike.

Course Materials/Supplies:
1. 2- Pocket Folder specifically for science
2. Spiral notebook
3. Chromebook in working condition with charger
**Students are expected to arrive with all required materials.**
	💻 Course Communication 

	Class Announcements 
	Google Classroom - Stream tab

	Email/Personal Messages 
	mthompson@wls4kids.org
419-473-8383 ext. 7824

Note: It may take up to 24 hours to receive a reply during the week and 48 hours on the weekend, so do not wait until the last minute to send a message if you need help. 

	General Questions 
	If you have a question about the course or an assignment, I encourage you to post your question in the Google Classroom “stream.” The stream is visible to the entire class community, so I encourage you to both ask and answer questions there. If a classmate asks a question and you know the answer, please jump in and help them out!



Student Expectations:

Academic Work: 
Assignments for this course will take many forms. You are responsible for completing assignments on time and turning them in through Google Classroom or the other directed method of completion.

**Google Classroom is where all student work will be posted and students are expected to check Google Classroom and their student email daily.**

Late Work: 
This course is divided into units. All work for a unit will be accepted up until the day the student takes the test for that unit for full credit. Following a unit test no late work will be accepted. 

Behavior: 
Students are expected to display appropriate school behavior in accordance with Whitmer school policy found in the student handbook and the classroom rules set forth by the instructor.

This classroom is a safe place where all students will be active in the learning process. We will work together to promote academic success, so everyone can achieve their full potential. 

Rules:
1. Arrive to class on time, with all required work and supplies.
2. To answer questions in class, raise your hand and wait for the teacher to call on you.
3. Treat all individuals in class with respect
4. Listen to and follow teacher directions 

Technology Use:
 Currently Whitmer students are using Chromebooks as part of their  learning. Students are required to follow Whitmer's guidelines on responsible technology use found in their student handbook . Google Classroom is where all student work will be posted and students are expected to check Google classroom and their Whitmer student email daily.  In the classroom students are expected to display responsible technology use, this starts with using technology at appropriate times. There will be no cell phone usage during class periods. They are expected to be put away and out of sight unless given express permission on a case by case basis. Students are currently at an age where misuse of technology and social media can have repercussions that extend well past their time at Whitmer and into their professional future, they need to understand that their use of technology is being observed by a wider circle of people than they realize. 


Absence and Tardiness: 
Students are expected to be in class on time ready to learn. In the event of absence please follow the Whitmer attendance guidelines . All student work missed will be available on Google Classroom. No late student work will be accepted after the student takes a unit test. If a student is absent on a scheduled test day, students will have until their rescheduled test day to turn in all unit work. Students absent on scheduled test days MAY be required to take an alternate assessment over the unit material.  If you have questions or concerns regarding attendance issues, please contact the attendance line at (419) 473 - 8406.


	📝 Grading Policy

	· For each quarter, tests are 55% or your grade and daily work is 45% of your grade.
· For each semester 85% or your final grade is the average of the two quarters and 15% is the semester exam.
· Grading Scale:
· A = 93-100, A- = 90-92, B+ = 87-89, B = 83-86, B- = 80-82, C+ = 77-79, C = 73-76, C- = 70-72, D+ = 67-69, D = 63-66, D- = 60-62, F = 0-59




Academic Integrity: 
Academic integrity is expected of all students, and academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Students are responsible for learning course material. Exams and tests are a measure of science information learned. They are not simply to provide you grades.Teachers use this valuable information to assess teaching practices, and so that we can change, evaluate, and change our teaching to ensure students learn and know the course material. 
Examples of academic dishonesty are:
· Plagiarism or the theft of others ideas and using them as your own without proper citation.
· Sharing of exam information with others prior to tests or exams.
· Use of technology or resources to seek and obtain information during tests or exams.

Violations of academic integrity will result in loss of credit for tests and exams

Student Resources: Students at Whitmer have access to academic and counseling resources through the Counseling Office, additional resources can be found in the student handbook.


