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Course Overview
Biology investigates the composition, diversity, complexity, and interconnectedness of life on Earth. Topics covered in this course include the characteristics of living things, biochemistry, cell structures and processes, photosynthesis, cellular respiration, cell reproduction, DNA and RNA, genetics, biotechnology, evolution, and classification. This course  meets the Ohio Department of Education graduation requirements for life science. Biology is a state tested course.

Course Objectives
By the end of this class, you will be able to:
· Define life and describe the characteristics of life
· Understand heredity and how living things pass on genetic information
· Describe DNA and understand how genetic information is used to make proteins
· Be able to use Punnett squares to predict genetic outcomes
· Understand biotechnology and how it is used
· Understand evolution and evolutionary trends
· Use cladograms to recognize relationships between living things
· Identify cell structures and describe their function
· Understand cellular process (cellular transport, respiration, photosynthesis)
· Interdependence of living organisms (ecology)


Logistics - Google Classroom
Assignments for the week will be posted to the Google classroom page with their due dates noted. Assignments will be due on their assigned due dates by 11:59 pm. 


Teacher Bio
 I am originally from Fremont, OH and I graduated from St. Joseph Central Catholic High School in  2012. I then attended The Ohio State University where I got my Bachelor’s degree in Zoology and worked as an undergraduate researcher in a molecular genetics lab. After graduating from OSU, I got a Master of Science degree in Biology in 2018 from Bowling Green State University. During my time at BGSU I found out how much I enjoyed teaching when I got the chance to teach anatomy labs. After discovering my interest in education, I decided to get a Master’s degree in Secondary Education from the University of Toledo. In my freetime I enjoy cooking and baking and I am always looking for new recipes to try. I also like to do creative hobbies like knitting and other crafts.
	💻 Course Communication 

	Class Announcements 
	Can be found in the stream of  the Google Classroom page.

	Email/Personal Messages 
	Students can reach me by sending an email to hmeek@wls4kids.org or by sending a message through Google Classroom.

When writing a message, please follow the expectations below:
· Include your name, the class name and hour, subject of the message (e.g., Heather Smith--BIO 1st hour--Lab)
· Be specific about what you need help with.

Note: It may take up to 24 hours to receive a reply during the week and 48 hours on the weekend, so do not wait until the last minute to send a message if you need help. 

	General Questions 
	If you have a question about the course or an assignment, I encourage you to post your question in the Google Classroom “stream.” The stream is visible to the entire class community, so I encourage you to both ask and answer questions there. If a classmate asks a question and you know the answer, please jump in and help them out!





	💬 Participation Policy



All students are required to participate during class and will receive a grade for their participation. There are many opportunities for students to earn their participation points throughout the class in ways that they feel comfortable. Participation will be graded based on engagement in-class discussions and contributions to small group activities. Additionally, students will receive participation grades during note-taking sessions through use of interactive PearDeck within the notes presentations as well as daily questions of the day.




	📚 Required Texts, Materials, and Online Accounts 



You will need the following for this course: 
· Textbook - Biology by Miller & Levine (online version)
· Chromebook and access to the internet
· Online Accounts (set-up of these will take place in-class during the first 2 days):
· Google Classroom
· Zoom
· PearDeck
· Newsela
· Edpuzzle
· Gizmo


	📝 Grading Policy

	Each semester grade will consist of class work (85%) and the semester exam (15%). The class work grade will be made up of tests (50%) and notes, participation, labs, and classwork(50%).

Grading Scale:
           
                        93 - 100    A                                    80 - 82     B-                                     67 - 69     D+
                        90 - 92      A-                                   77 - 79     C+                                    63 - 66     D
                        87 - 89      B+                                  73 - 76     C                                       60 - 62     D- 
                        83 - 86      B                                     70 - 72     C-                                       0 - 59      F

Rubrics: Any project rubrics will be provided to students in the Google classroom when a project is assigned.

Late Work Policy: Work submitted after the due date will receive an automatic -25% penalty. Late work will be accepted until the day of the test for that unit. After the test, any late work from that unit will no longer be accepted.



	💡Student Code of Conduct

	All students should follow school rules listed in the student handbook. 





	🙋🏻‍♀️ Attendance Policy

	Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class period.



